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IKTS^^TIOIIiUj  TRADE  li^  I-EAT 
CONTINUIS  DO'Tiv^JATiD  WHE)  IN  1952 


The  trend  in  recent  years  tovards  less  meat  entering  intem:;.tionc  1  trade  con- 
tinued in  1952  vhen  2  percent  less  neat  v;as  e:qjorted  by  producing  countries.  This 
reduced  supply  has  been  offset  to  a  considerable  extent  in  many  of  the  importing 
CQiin tries  by  increased  domestic  production.    However,  the  decline  in  trade  vras  due 
leTgelj  to  higher  domestic  consumption  in  the  major  exporting  countries  ^rhich  gener- 
ally has  not  been  offset  by  larger  production. 

During  1952  the  decline  in  exports  was,  primarily,  the  result  of  a  substantial 
decrease  in  exports  from  South  America  which  was  not  offset  by  a  sme.ller,  though 
appreciable,  increase  in  exports  from  Oceania,    Smaller  imports  \rere  received  in 
North  iimerica,  Lurope,  and  the  Philippine  Ilepublic. 

mkl  l/t    International  trade,  averages  194-6-50,  annual  1950-52 


Country 
or 

Area 

/vera^^e 
:  1946-50 

1950 

1951  2/  ^ 

1952 

■Scports! 

[Imports. 

Bxports" 

Imports 

, Txportc 

Imnorts 

;x-.xports 

! Imports 

North  Anerica 

Europe 

U.S  .S.ic. 

Philippine  Piepubli< 
South  America  ! 
Africa 

Oceania          .     ,  i 
Total  ^  2/ 

;Kil.lbs, 

Kil.lbf.. 

•Mil. lbs 

Mil. lbs 

: Mil. lbs 

Mil. lbs 

: Mil. lbs 

Mil. lbs. 

!  777 
:  575 

=  2/ 

^         _  ^ 

>  1,735  ' 
56 
1,273 

260 
:  3,932 
67 
17 

:       40  : 
!       23  : 

:      330  . 
•  1,181 

:  ^ 

1,311 
39 
1,230 

4^9 
3,503 

2/ 
7 

28 

6  ! 

:  3^0 
!  1,456  ! 
:      3/  ! 

'  1,156 

44  ! 

989 

651 
2,893 

3/ 
21 
25 
U  ' 

:  347 
:  1,293 

:  ^  ' 

834 
33  - 
1,387 

536 
2,825 
13 
10 
27 
17 

■  4,425  : 

4.339 

4.091  . 

3.993 

3,985 

3,604  . 

3,^4 

.  3,478 

l/  All  meats  converted  to  a  carcass  weight  equi^ralent  -  includes  beef  and  veal, pork 
mutton,  and  Isinb,  goat  and  horse  meatj  excludes  live  animals, edible  offal,  lard, 
rabbit  ejid  poultry  meat.    2/^reliminary.  2/    Not  available.  2/  Mevised  to  include 
44  coiintries  instead  of  the  39  comtries  included  in  previous  s^jmmaries.    The  5 
additional  countries  are:  Dominicsn  P.epublic,  Honduras,  Peru,  Pliilippine  rtepuclic 
and  Venezuela,    5/  Imports  do  not  balcTice  vdth  exports  as  trade  st-:.tistics  of  some 
countries  especially  sraall  importing  co^JSitries,  do  not  show  seprrc-.tely  meat  import 
figures.    Also  in  posti^ar  years  some  coijntries  have  not  published  tr:de  statistics. 


This  infomation  -:as  published  in  the  July  27,  1953  issue  of  For8i,qTi  Crops  and 
Markets. 


In  North  America    the  sharp  do\m\Kvd  trend  in  Ccjiadian  e:q-Dorts  continued  froi 
the  ec^ly  postwar  high.    The  trend  in  the  United  States  and  Mexico  since  1950  has 
been  to\rards  considerably  larger  exports  of  meat.    The  decline  in  North  ^imerican 
imports  occurred,  primrxily  in  Canada,  however,  a  relatively  moderate  decline 
occurred  in  the  United  States. 

Lrrger  exports  from  the  United  Stctes  dui'ing  1952  may  be  attributed  to  an 
over-all  increase  in  meat  production.    It  would  appear  that  this  increase  in 
exports,  primarily  in  pork,  was  due  to  eciually  lc„rger  offsetting  imports  of  pork. 
However,  most  of  the  increase  in  the  United  States  production  of  meat  occurred 
in  beef  -Jid  veal.    This  suggests  that  a  pej^tial  shift  from  pork  to  beef  consump- 
tion, which  mc.y-  have  resulted  from  a  drop  in  beef  prices,  contributed  to  the 
larger  .UFiitities  of  pork  for  export. 

Smaller    imports  into  the  United  Sta.tes  were  the  res^Jlts  of  disruption  of 
normal  trade  with  Canc.da.    The  United  St:  tes-Ganadian  border  was  closed  to  ship- 
ments of  live  £aiimals  and  fresh  or  frozen  meats  into  the  United  States  from 
Febr\x£.ry  1952  to  March  1,  1953.    This  ban  ceiae  frojB  an  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth 
disease  in  Canada.    Nevertheless,  the  strong  market  in  the  United  States  coupled 
with  the  natural  desire  of  other  countries  to  earn  dollars  contributed  toward  the 
continuation  of  a.  relc.tively  high  level  of  imports. 

In  Canada  the  sharp  do'^mwoj^d  trend  in  exports,  as  well  as  the  decline  in 
imports,  may  be  attributed,  primarily,  to  the  closing  of  the  United  States- 
Canadian  border.    The  ban  on  imports  into  the  United  States  during  most  of  1952 
caused  Canada  to  restrict  imports  from  the  United  States  ss  supplies  primarily 
exported  were  channelled  to  domestic  outlets. 

In  Me:cico  the  sharp  increase  in  exports  of  meat  during  recent  years  has  been 
due  to  a  change  from  shipments  of  live  cattle  to  e.-qoorts  of  meats  to  the  United 
States.    Meat  from  Mexico  was  not  eligible  for  entry  into  the  United  States  prior 
to  January  1,  1951.    The  United  States-Mexican  border  Ws  closed  to  shipments  of 
live  cattle  and  fresh  or  frozen  meats  from  December  194-6  to  Septem.ber  1,  1952. 
This  ban  resulted  from  an  outbreaJc  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Mexico. 

Recently,  May  23,  1953  the  United  States-Mexican  border  was  again  closed  to 
shipments  of  live  cattle  and  fresh  or  frozen  meats,  due  to   .a  new  outbreeic  of 
foot-and-mouth  disease  in  Mexico.    This  suggests  a  continuation  and  possibly  an 
increase  in  shipments  of  processed  meat  to  the  United  States,  unless  the  new 
outbreak  of  disease  is  stamped  out  in  a  relatively  short  time. 

In  Europe  the  decrease  in  imports  .may  be  attributed  to  efforts  on  the  part 
of  importing  countries  towards  self-sufficiency  in  meat  production.    However,  in 
a  small  number  of  countries,  primarily  the  Netherlands,  Denmcrk,  and  Ireland, 
increased  efforts  have  been  made  to  obtain  larger  exportable  surpluses  especially 
for  larger  outlets  in  the  dollar  area,       '  . 


The  trend  in  IxTOpe  towards  larger  production  oi  beef  ^.'d  por!:  is  likely  to 
continue,  since  the  relative  poraticn  of  Cc  ttle  and  ho.^n  xrith  other  alternr.tivc 
livestoc;:  or^ter-jrises  remain  favorable.    The  tabulation  belo-vr,  compiled  by  European 
organisations,  s"'  oug  the  indices  of  prices  in  ITestern  Europe  foi-  inilk,  cattle  and 
hogs  for  a  series  of  years. 


Item 

1  ?re-Tc,r    :  1950-51 

>  1951-52 

Milk 

Cattle  ! 
Hogs 

'-■  JO'-* 

i                                     •  * 

:      100      :      150  < 
!      100      :  178 
100      :  130 
!      100      :  172 

160 
210 
193 
:  191 

-1  / 

!  193 
!  191 

1                                r^-  J-  .  - 

This  indicates  that  since  pre-irar  the  price  rise  for  bsef  and  pork  while  less 
than  for  eggs  has  bnen  conside.<."i.bly  greater  than  for  nilk.    Pork  production,  in 
particular,  has  reacted  to  tliis  stirauli. 

In  South  Ai.ierica  exports  fro;a  Argentina,  the  principal  exportin,';  country, 
declined  by  27  percent  fro-i  a  year  curlier.    These  er-v^orts  vrcre  eo^uivalent  to  only 
13  percent  of  Argentina's  meat  production,  whereas  u'^ually  about  25  percent  of  the 
total  production  is  ex  iorted.    Hovever,  ^rith  a  2o  percent  incae.  se  iii  prices  paid 
by  the  United  Kingdorn,  x  r  ;entinc'.  er'.ports  raay  increase. 

In  Africc-.  export':;  ox'  uie^  t  vrerc  oilv  slightly  different  in  the  f c-.r  countries 
where  comparable  dat^i  were  available.    This  acconpanied  by  an  increase  in  imports, 
especie.lly  in  the  Union  of  aouth  .::.frica,  place    the  continoit  iaoro  in  the  ceficit 
grouT)  than  in  the  exp.ort  ;;roup  of  covnitries. 

Qgs..  ^ia  both  iiu?tralic  >.  nd  Zeal.nid  era^orted  more  meat  th:n  a  year  pre- 

viously.   The  trend  \-\  meat  production  is  u-".ard  in  both  of  these  couj:itrics. 
Almost  one-fou.rth  of  f ustrali-:  '  s  and  two-thirds  of  ileir  ^e..  land' s  production  is  ex- 
portc.ble  c-'ur-^lus. 

The  continued  build-U"-  in  ^rorld  cjttle  rnd  sheep  nuiabers  in  response  to  the 
strong  der.knd  for  mee.t  ..nd  other  .nimal  products  indicate;.:  a  po^^sible  revered 
during  1953  in  the  do"'.?nw..  rd  ti-ond  in  ex;  ^ort.  ble  surpluses  o^  meet.    However,  the 
total  .^urntities  for  export  ..re  not  lik.ely  to  be  much  greater  thcxi  1952.  neverthe- 
less, some  jjrice  in,cre..ses  gr-.  ntcc  in  recent  trade  negoti..tions  by  the  United 
Kingdom  >dll  result  in  li..rger  British  imports.    Also  efforts  to  earn  dollars  on  the 
part  of  some  countries,  nrimi"ily  the  iietherl^.nds,  De:ii7£irk  and  Irela;.;d,  -i-dll  result 
in  larger  --^x^orts  to  the  dollcir  area. 
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